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opponent should feel that resistance is not intended to do him
any harm and his attitude must soften. ". . .ahimsa ought to
soften and not to stiffen our opponent's attitude to us; it ought
to melt him; it ought to strike a responsive chord in his
heart."117 "It is the acid test of non-violence/3 he wrote in 1938,
"that in a non-violent conflict there is no rancour left behind,
and in the end the enemies are converted into friends."118 Again,
"genuine satyagraha should never excite contempt in the oppo-
nent even when it fails to command regard or respect."119

Satyagraha as the way of life implies that our non-violence
must extend to the criminal also. It is the criminals that suffer
most from violence in society. In fact, coercion is claimed as an
essential attribute of the State on account of the need to punish
crime for the maintenance of the system of rights. Non-violence,
it is said, may do when the conflict is between decent persons,
but it would be of no avail against a criminal. Gandhiji rejects
this line of thought and holds that "It is only when you meet
v.ith resistance, as for instance, when a thief or murderer
appears, that your non-violence is put on its trial. . . .Living
among decent people your conduct may not be described as
non-violent."120

According to Gandhiji, "The word criminal should be taboo
from our dictionary. Or we are criminals. . .in secret."121 The
difference between criminals is only one of degree. "The rich,
moneyed man, who made his riches by exploitation or other
questionable means, was no less guilty of robbery than the thief
who picked a pocket or broke into a house and committed theft.
Only the former took refuge behind the facade of respectability
and escaped the penalty of law. Strictly speaking, all amassing
or hoarding of wealth, above and beyond one's legitimate re-
quirements, was theft."122

"All crime is disease and should be treated as such." The
disease is a product of the prevalent social system. The criminal
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